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Dreaming into our Collective Future
I have always been a person who deeply cares about how other people and beings are
treated. When I first realized that the chicken on my dinner plate had once been a living,
squawking bird, I sat at the dinner table and cried until my parents told me I didn’t have to eat
meat anymore. I hated playing games with other kids that involved any sort of aggression and
often found solace in being alone and exploring the world through books. I have always been
curious about my place in the world and continuously try to understand other people and why
they behave in certain ways. As a very empathic person, I am also deeply affected by other
people’s pain, including the pain of people I’ve never met. Partly because of this, I have been
navigating a relationship with depression since I was in sixth grade. As a child, fiction books
provided me with an escape from painful realities. As a young adult, I felt like fiction didn’t fully
allow me to escape reality anymore and turned to works of non-fiction to find more concrete
answers to the problems I saw in the world around me. In my first years in college, as a science
and environmental policy student, I left the majority of my classes feeling hopeless about the
state of the world. My professors continuously talked with us about climate change and the
failures of our society. Then they would look to us, their students, to solve the things that they
were talking about. When I left my courses, I held a significant weight on my shoulders. How
was I supposed to solve these immense global problems? I felt overwhelmed. More recently, I
have been searching for visions of the future that see possibilities outside of our current reality.
This has led me to begin reading works of visionary fiction that fill me with hope that a different
future is possible.
During the start of the pandemic, I found myself becoming increasingly fascinated with
the ways people were coming together in support of each other when the government’s
response was too slow. Mutual aid groups seemed to be arising everywhere and organizing to
gather supplies and funds to help folks in their communities pay rent and access food and other
necessities. It was at this time that I read an article titled “Mystical Anarchism” and was deeply
influenced by the author’s wisdom that we need to be working at the individual, community and
systemic levels simultaneously to make true change in the world around us. I began more
in-depth research into how we can continually uplift each other through times of hardship,
acknowledging that climate change will begin posing exponentially more challenges to our
communities. I heard stories about mutual aid groups supporting communities after very intense
hurricane seasons and horrendous summer wildfires. These stories inspired me to think about
the ways that our communities can do better than our current system of governance, which can
feel very detached from its people. The Black Lives Matter movement that gained momentum in
the summer also showed me how communities can come together in solidarity to fight a
different kind of pandemic. The autonomous zones that were established in cities across the
country reflected a more concrete kind of mutual aid. My interest in these forms of community
care led me to begin engaging more deeply with adrienne maree brown’s work around
community and movement spaces. I began to follow her wisdom back into science fiction, a
genre which I hadn’t read in years since I felt I couldn’t see myself or my interests reflected in
popular works. This is when I found Starhawk and Ocatvia Butler. Both of these women have
crafted beautiful works of visionary fiction which I felt incredibly connected to and inspired by.
Over time, more works of science fiction and non-fiction that I had previously read began
to feel grouped together in my mind with the works of Butler, Starhawk and brown. All of these
books are deeply meaningful to me. The margins are full of comments and drawing and
underlines because they showed me that the world can look different than it does today. They
showed me that alternate futures to the present we are living in are possible if we dream into
them. The world doesn’t have to end in an apocalypse because our government prioritized
capitalism over addressing the realities of climate change and the failings of social systems. If
we truly believe that we can get to a world that is better for everyone and the earth, we can start
taking the steps to move into it.
The books that have provided me with inspiration for my dreams of the future fall into
three categories. The first category consists of the non-fiction books that show us ways in which
people are currently thinking and acting to begin moving us onto a different path. These include
everything written by adrienne maree brown, books by Indigenous authors who show how
non-western cultures have continuously maintained reciprocity with the earth and each other,
and books on trauma and hope. These texts have provided me with a sense of agency in the
now, ways that I can be and act that have the power to shift the wellbeing of the community of
people around me. The second category of books are works of science fiction that dream of a
future which is diverse and connected to the earth. These books often juxtapose a utopian
society and a dystopian one, both of which arise many years into the future out of a world very
similar to our own. In these works, Starhawk and Butler are the visionaries I find most powerful.
Other authors have also shaped my view of what is possible, including Ernest Callenbach and
his vision of an ecotopia and Ursula Le Guin’s comparison of anarchist and materialist worlds.
The third category is comprised of an assortment of other genres from youth fiction to poetry to
religious texts and works of fiction that have influenced my thinking about how we build
communities and exist with the earth in a meaningful way. All of these books have allowed me to
create hope for myself and the world around me. I can now see that there is a pathway forward,
and there is a vision of what a different and better world can look like. Now, when I leave my
classes or read the news, I feel like I have ideas and answers to the harms I see in the world
around me. This collection of books will continue growing as I keep building and sharing my
dreams for the future of this planet.
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